INTERNATIONAL COTTON RESEARCHERS ASSOCIATION (ICRA)
ELECTION OF ICRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS, CHAIR & VICE-CHAIR

INTRODUCTION
The International Cotton Researchers Association (ICRA) is an initiative of the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC), Washington DC, USA. ICRA was established in 2012 with the purpose of stimulating research collaboration across the world, including assistance with organizing World Cotton Research Conferences. ICRA has its registered office housed in the ICAC Secretariat at 1629 K Street, NW, Suite 702, Washington, D.C. 20006, USA. ICRA has more than 800 members across the globe.

To qualify as an ICRA member, a person must be a professional tertiary qualified scientist with activities in cotton production or processing research for the majority of their time. 

ICRA is managed by an Executive Committee (EC) comprising of 15 members. The number of EC members may be enlarged to 20 with the approval of the General Body. The EC acts as the Board of Directors of the Association. The General Body of ICRA members elects the Executive Committee once every four years. The EC elects its Chair and Vice-Chair.

A Nominating Committee has been constituted by the EC to prepare a slate of proposed Executive Committee members for election at the General Body meeting. Researchers can nominate themselves or their colleagues can nominate them with their concurrence. To qualify, the nominee should be a member of ICRA. The Nominating Committee, while preparing a slate of proposed members of the Executive Committee, will ensure balance among disciplines, geographical regions and significance of cotton production and processing.  

ICRA has been set up with a vision to operate as a virtual International Institution. ICRA will assist global cotton researchers to develop project collaborations, research networks, knowledge sharing, information sourcing, assistance with germplasm sharing and procedures, patent processing, discussion forums, joint publications, research reviews, books, bulletins, book chapters, reports, fact-sheets, institutional visits, explore doctoral and post-doctoral opportunities, conduct diploma certificate courses, trainings, workshops, meetings, conferences, recognize research excellence through ICRA Gold Medals, Awards, Eminent Fellows etc. 

THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
1. Dr. Greg Constable: Chair <gregconau@gmail.com>
2. Mr. Kai Hughes <kai@icac.org>
3. Dr. Michael Bange <Michael.Bange@grdc.com.au>
4. Dr. Eleni Tsaliki <tsaliki@ipgrb.gr>
5. Dr. Keshav Kranthi <keshav@icac.org>

The Nominations Committee will propose Executive Committee members for election at the General Body meeting; coordinate and oversee the election process for EC members, Chair and the Vice-chair of ICRA.

INVITATION OF NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF EC MEMBERS (2021-2024)
The Nominations Committee invites nominations for election as EC members (2021-2024). The prescribed format can be accessed HERE.

· Nominations may be sent to any of the members of the nominating committee
· Nominations received already will be included in the respective subject areas for polls
· Last date of receiving nominations: 10.00 PM (Eastern Time) 24 November 2020
· Online polling to elect EC members, Chair and Vice-Chair: 1 December to 20 December 2020
· Announcement of Election Results: 14 January 2021 at the General Body Meeting

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR EC MEMBERS
· Each elected EC members will act as the leader of his/her respective subject area team
· Each EC member would co-opt 4 researchers as ‘ICRA expert members’ in their subject area team. 
· Each subject group will develop communication channels and social media networks to connect researchers of their subject area
· The EC member will conduct regular team meetings
· The team will coordinate all activities related to research collaboration, conducting training programmes, certificate programmes, conferences, meetings, seminars, workshops, institution visits, review papers, reports and technical publications in their subject area.
· The EC members and ICRA experts will receive a certificate signed by the ICAC as and when required for their CV.

NOMINATIONS / SUBJECT AREAS
· Nominations for EC members are invited under 15 different subject areas
· An individual researcher can submit a maximum of three nominations in different subject areas
· Each of the following subject areas will be represented and led by one EC member 

1. Plant Breeding; Germplasm exchange
2. Biochemistry; Biotechnology, Bioinformatics; Molecular Biology; Biotech Regulatory 
3. Entomology, pest management
4. Pathology; Nematology; Microbiology; Disease management
5. Weed science; weed management
6. Crop Physiology; Agronomy; Soil Science; Sustainability
7. Organic Cotton Technologies
8. Supply Chain Provenance; Traceability
9. Information Technology; Technology Transfer
10. Economics; Sociology
11. Mechanization; Robotics
12. Seed Technology; Stock feed
13. Value adding By-products
14. Harvesting; Ginning
15. Spinning; Fibre Technologies; Textiles
ELECTION OF EC MEMBERS
· Online-Voting will be conducted from 1 to 7 December 2020
· Results will be announced at the Online General Body Meeting on 14 January 2021

ELECTION OF CHAIR & VICE-CHAIR
· The nominations Committee will solicit nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair from the EC members-elect from 8 to 12 December 2020
· EC members-elect will participate in online-voting from 13 to 20 December 2020








